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CEDARVILLE 
Forgiveness 
A Magazine Ministry of Cedarville College 
111111111----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
It Is Always Time 
to Forgive 
The greatest need in Christ's body 
today is not more and better facilities. 
Nor is it to have the money to construct 
the above. Our deepest need is learning 
to get along with one another. 
Four years ago we conducted a 
survey at Cedarville College of 
hundreds of Bible-believing churches 
and found that twenty-five percent had 
suffered major splits in their member-
by Dr. Paul Dixon 
President, Cedarville College 
''In the 
world it is 
dog eat dog. 
In the church 
it is sheep eat 
sheep!" 
ship during the previous five years . 
Another five percent said they antici-
pated a significant division in the near 
future . This is serious! 
Perhaps you saw the cartoon in 
Leadership that made us smile. The 
grim-faced pastor was handed a note 
halfway through his sermon which read, 
"We interrupt this sermon to inform you 
that the fourth grade boys are now in 
Chuck Swindoll 
complete control of their Sunday 
School class and are holding Miss 
Mosely hostage!" 
We laugh but, seriously, relation-
ships are what the church is all 
about. They should be a priority to the 
pastor and to the people. We are an 
"ecclesia"--a gathering of people. It is 
apparent that Christians are having a 




sisters in Christ today. As Chuck 
Swindoll said, "In the world it is dog eat 
dog. In the church it is sheep eat sheep!" 
One pastor said, "In seminary I 
learned how to discuss infra- and 
supralapsarianism, yet in thirty years of 
ministry I have never had to use that 
knowledge. But I've encountered lots of 
unreasonable, angry people, and I was 
never warned they would be out there." 
When people choose up sides in the 
church, they cease to perform their God-
given mission. It becomes impossible to 
caITy out the Great Commission given to 
us by our Lord. Though no one says it, 
and probably never thinks about it, the 
conclusion is: let the community go to 
hell--I am determined to have my way . 
Marshall Shelley in his excellent 
book, Well-Intentioned Dragons, 
addresses the problem of interpersonal 
relationships in the church and makes 
this provoking statement, "The greatest 
damage is intangible. It destroys 
enthusiasm--destroys morale so neces-
sary for church growth and health. 
People no longer feel good about inviting 
friends to worship services. The air is 
tense , the church depressed, and every-
one is aware of 'us' and 'them.' " 
In addition, he says, "It diverts our 
attention--drains our energy. There is no 
planning and thinking for the future . No 
vision exists . Everyone is just trying to 
survive. Spontaneity and creativity are 
lost. Change is stifled and growth is 
stunted. The first casualty is vision and 
initiative. The next is outreach ." 
The problems in the church are not 
primarily doctrinal or moral. They are, 
rather, brothers and sisters in Christ who 
have bitter, critical, unforgiving spirits. 
At Cedarville College this greatly 
concerns us . We are aware that this is a 
historical problem. It was a major issue 
in the early church. None of us , as 
depraved human beings, is immune to 
this challenge. But one of our stated 
objectives is to develop Christian 
character in our students. This includes 
teaching them how to forgive one 
another. By God's grace, may we as 
trustees , administrators , faculty , and staff 
model this all-important principle to 
them. May the same be true of their 
pastors, Christian parents, and friends . 
It is always time to forgive. Then we 
can begin to get along with one another 
and be about our Father's business. 
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8 : by Randy Patten 
orgive? 
I stood in front of the combined adult 
Sunday school classes in a highly-
respected Bible-believing church. As 
the guest speaker for the day, I had just 
been introduced. After greeting the 
class and making some introductory 
remarks , I asked, ''What does it mean 
to forgive?" There was a long pause. 
Finally someone said, ''To forget. '' 
Another hand went up and a church 
officer commented, "Not to hold it 
against someone who hurts you.'' Then 
there was another long period of 
silence. 
I shifted gears. "Who do Christians 
have the hardest time forgiving?" 
Hands went up all over the audito-
rium! An elderly man in the back said, 
''Their children.'' A young lady on my 
left near the front said, " Church 
leaders.'' As one individual after 
another was acknowledged, I heard, 
"other Christians," "husbands," 
" wives," " pastors, " "parents," "the 
boss.' ' They were ready to answer that 
question! 
With effort, I turned their attention to 
a third inquiry. "Whom do you have 
the hardest time forgiving? Jot the 
initials of those individuals on a slip of 
paper where no one around you can see 
them.' ' (Reader, you might do the 
same thing right now.) 
Forgiveness is key in the Christian 
faith. Can you imagine going to a 
Bible-believing church for a preaching 
service and not hearing the word 
"forgiveness" in the message, the 
hymns, or a testimony? We hear it all 
the time, especially during invitations 
where non-believers are encouraged to 
ask Christ to forgive them of their sins 
and trust Him for eternal life. 
Christians are exhorted to confess their 
sins knowing that God will forgive 
(I John 1 :9). The concept is so impor-
tant that the Old Testament uses three 
different Hebrew words, and the New 
Testament uses four Greek words to 
describe forgiveness . 
To forgive means to pass over an 
offense and free the offender from the 
judgment deserved. Each of us has 
offended the holiness of a righteous 
God and deserves to spend eternity 
apart from Him, punished for our sins 
(Romans 3:23; 5:12; 6:23). Because of 
the forgiveness of sin available to all 
through Christ's death on the cross as 
our Substitute, we can be saved from 
condemnation (Romans 8:1-4; 10:9,13) 
and be given the righteousness of Christ 
(Romans 3:21-26; 10:10). 
When God passes over our offenses 
and releases us from the judgment they 
deserve, it is as though He says to us: 
1. I shall not use these against you 
in the future. 
2. I shall not talk to others about 
them. 
3. I shall not dwell on them Myself. 
Do you also realize that forgiven 
people are to be forgiving? That ' s what 
God says to us in Matthew 18:21-35! 
Look at Peter 's questions in verse 21. 
' 'Lord, how often shall my brother sin 
against me and I forgive him? Up to 
seven times?" The rabbis said to 
forgive three times, so Peter undoubt-
edly thought he was being very spiritual 
by suggesting seven times! Jesus said to 
him, ' ' I do not say to you up to seven 
times, but up to seventy times seven" 
(v.22). Christ didn 't mean that we 
forgive 490 times and on the 491st time 
someone offends us we have the right to 
punch his lights out! He means we are 
to go on forgiving and forgiving! 
The disciples were incredulous! They 
couldn't believe it! Their response 
prompted Christ to launch into a story of 
a king settling accounts with a slave 
(Slave One) who owed him 10,000 
talents and another slave (Slave Two) 
who owed Slave One 100 denarii (KJV 
"pence"). Most of us pass over the 
story quickly because the units of 
money mentioned don ' t mean anything 
to us . 
The New Scofield Reference Bible, in 
a note on Matthew 5:26, explains that a 
Roman denarius represented one day 's 
wages for a laborer. A talent was a sum 
of money worth 6,000 denarii. 
Armed with that bit of knowledge, 
study the passage with a little help from 
a calculator. Verse 23 says that God's 
way of doing things ' 'may be compared 
to a certain king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. And when he 
had begun to settle them, there was 
brought to him one who owed him ten 
thousand talents .'' 
"Put that in U.S. dollars," you say. 
All right. Remember that a lot of 
people work for minimum wages, 
currently $3.35 per hour, so let 's use 
that as our base. 
$3.35 per hour 
~hours 
$26.80 =day's wage = I denarius 
X 6000 6,000 denarii = I talent 
$260,800.00 = I tal ent 
X I 0,000 talents owed 
$1 ,608,000,000.00 = total owed the king 
That is pronounced one billion, six 
hundred eight million dollars! This guy 
is in deep, deep trouble! 
He can't repay, and the king is about 
to have him sold, along with his wife 
and children, in order to raise a partial 
payment (v.28) . Slave One humbles 
himself, falling down before the king 
and asking for mercy (v. 27). He pleads 
his case effectively . The king not only 
feels compassion for the man and his 
predicament, but releases him instead of 
sending him to the slave auction. But 
more amazingly, he forgives him! 
That's right, he forgives him 1.6 billion 
dollars' worth! 
Imagine the emotional release! One 
minute Slave One thinks he's dead 
meat, washed up, bankrupt financially , 
and , as a family man, beyond hope. 
Then he hears the word "forgiven" and 
all is changed. He is released from the 
judgment for the actions that put him in 
debt to the king; he is a new man with a 
whole new future. Prospects have never 
been brighter! Forgiven! 
Can you picture him skipping down 
the palace steps, heading toward home 
to tell his family the good news? There 
had to be an outpouring of Glory 
Hallelujahs, Amens, and What a 
blessings! The sky never looked bluer, 
he never felt better, and life was going 
his way--until he saw Slave Two. 
'g!lt-af that guy made him 
angry. The hurts of the past pushed 
away the joy of the forgiveness he had 
just experienced. 
" Come here," he yelled heatedly. 
" When are you going to pay me that 
100 denarii you owe me? I'm tired of 
being put off. . . . " And he seized him 
and began to choke him, saying, " Pay 
back what you owe.'' 
Slave Two fell down and began to 
entreat him saying, ' 'Have patience with 
me and I will repay you." Slave One 
was unwilling , however, and threw 
Slave Two in prison until he could pay 
back what was owed (vv. 29,30). 
Slave Two did owe a good bit of 
money. By our previous standard, 100 
denarii would be equivalent to $2,680., 
Around our home that's what we call .' 
"chunk money. " A big, unexpected 
check like that could surely make a 
difference in our budget. But remember 
that the way people view money is 
relative. My pocket change is not 
"chunk money. " I could give it all to 
you and not alter a thing I have planned 
for next year. To a child, my pocket 
change might be "chunk money." 
If you are used to thinking about 
$1 ,608 ,000,000, then $2,680 is pocket 
change! That 's the point! Slave One 
who had just been forgiven millions and 
millions shouldn't have trouble forgiv-
ing Slave Two a couple of thousand. 
The king, apprised of what had 
happened, summoned Slave One whom 
he had forgiven and said, " You wicked 
slave. I forgave you all that debt 
because you entreated me. Should you 
not also have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, even as I had mercy on you? " 
(vv.32,33) . 
The key to being a forgiving person 
is remembering how much we have 
been forgiven. 
I asked the Sunday school class to 
identify the characters in Christ 's story. 
"Who do you think the king is? " I 
asked. ''God,'' several people 
answered. 
''Who do you think Slave One is 
meant to picture?" The responses: 
" Christians," " us ," and more quietly, 
''me. '' 
" Who do you think Slave Two, the 
unforgiven one, is? " There was a brief 
pause. Then a sharply-dressed man four 
rows back said softly, " The guy whose 
initials are on my notepaper. '' He hit 
the nail on the head! 
Christian, God has forgiven us. Now 
He wants us to " forgive each other, just 
as God in Christ has forgiven you " 
(Ephesians 4:32). The key to being a 
forgiving person is realizing that we 
have offended God to the tune of even 
more than $1 ,608,000,000, and yet God 
willingly has forgiven our sin of the past 
and will forgive our sin in the future if 
we will confess it (I John 1 :9). The 
hurts we experience in life are, com-
paratively speaking, like $2,680--
important, but dwarfed by the enormity 
of a single sin against a holy God. The 
pain we suffer from offenses would 
have to be multiplied by one " zillion " 
to approach the pain God suffered to 
forgive our sin. 
The more we meditate on God 's 
forgiveness and continued love and 
mercy toward us , the easier it will be to 
forgive others. 
There is always a price tag for not 
obeying biblical principles. The 
unforgiving Slave One was '' . . . handed 
over to the torturers . . . " (v .34 ). Listen 
to the warning of the last verse of the 
passage: " So shall my heavenly Father 
also do to you if each of you does not 
forgive his brother from your heart " 
(v .35) . 
The " torturers " of today for people 
who refuse to forgive are broken 
friendships , cold maniages , estrange-
ment from parents and children, split 
churches, h01Tible memories of times 
and places when lack of forgiveness was 
evidenced by harsh words and conduct. 
To forgive is hard; to live with the 
consequences of not forgiving is harder 
yet! 
Remember the initials you wrote 
down earlier? God wants you to forgive 
even that person! " . . . forgiving each 
other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave 'you, so 
also should you " (Colossians 3: 13). 
Rev. Randy Patten is 
State Representative 
for the Indiana 
Association of Regular 
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God's memory. But neither is there 
indictment for forgiven sin. Conse-
quently, "therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1). 
When I get to heaven ' s gate, my 
welcome will not be conditioned by 
whether or not God can remember 
selected events in my life. He will not 
greet me with these words: "Martin, it 
strikes me that I had some things against 
you, but I just cannot remember them. 
So, you might as well come on in ." 
There is no hope in that fantasy. 
So, where is the hope? "The blood 
of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all 
sin" (I John 1:7). That's forgiveness, 
and that's hope! God forgives when He 
removes the guilt, the culpability, from 
the life of the sinner. We often are faced 
with the consequences of our sins , and 
sometimes we have to deal with them 
for weeks, months, or even years. God 
knows our circumstances, and He 
answers our prayers for strength and 
wisdom as we work through the conse-
quences. He does not forget the event 
or its consequences, but He takes away 
the guilt. 
The way God forgives us is the 
pattern for how we are to forgive one 
another. Consequently, if He truly 
forgives without forgetting , so can we . 
Ephesians 4:31-32 commands us: 
"Get rid of all bitterness, rage , and 
anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice . Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you." 
This passage teaches us that we are 
as responsible for our reactions as we 
are for our actions . We are challenged 
to put away all evil and bitter thoughts, 
together with all desire to get even. It is 
quite ironic that one who chooses 
bitterness punishes himself for someone 
else 's offense against him. Bitterness, 
which is unresolved anger and the 
refusal to forgive , eats away at the one 
who is bitter. 
In choosing to forgive, we commit 
ourselves never to bring up the offense 
again . Instead, as Ephesians 4:32 
instructs, we do acts of kindness toward 
the offender. Difficult? Undoubtedly. 
But we plan and perform those acts, not 
because the offender deserves them, but 
because doing so fulfills God 's will and 
brings personal freedom to us. We are 
charged to overcome evil with good 
(Romans 12:21). We also are told to be 
compassionate, " tenderhearted," a 
decision to try to identify with the 
offender. There is no telling what 
would happen in our relationships if we 
tried to understand each other at least 
half as much as we try to change each 
other. 
Another motive to forgive is the 
recognition that, once we have accepted 
Christ as Savior, we ourselves have 
become forgiven people. Bitterness may 
stem from arrogance, the feeling that 
we, of all people, did not deserve to be 
offended. When we come to understand 
that we have sinned against God to a far 
greater extent than others have sinned 
against us, and have been forgiven , we 
are freed from the bondage of arrogance 
solthat we can forgive others. A 
forgiven person can never say to 
another, "That's unforgivable" 
(Matthew 6:14-15). 
God the Father forgives us "in 
Christ" (Ephesians 4:32). The blood 
Jesus shed on the cross on our behalf 
was/is sufficient for the Father to 
forgive our sins. Can we rightly 
demand another basis for our forgive-
ness of others? His forgiveness is full 
and free and unconditional , the only 
condition and payment being infinitely 
satisfied in Jesus Christ ' s death on the 
cross and restm-ection from the dead. 
Can we demand more? 
Forgiving might be easier if we 
could merely forget the offense (and 
perhaps, the offender!) . But forgetting , 
in the sense of having a blank mind 
regarding the offense, is not necessary 
in order to forgive . We forgive others 
as God forgives us when we commit 
ourselves never to bring up the offense 
again, to practice kindness to the 
offender, to attempt to understand his 
struggles, and to remember that we 
ourselves are forgiven people. 
Few experiences in life offer so 
powe1ful a freedom as does the act of 
forgiving, and few offer such spiritual 
healing. 
Dr. Martin Clark is 
Vice President for 
Development at 
Cedarville College. 
To Love, Honor, 
and Forgive? 
TORCH recently interviewed Ken and Joyce 
Johnson. Ken is a Superior Court Judge in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, and Joyce, a former Miss 
Cincinnati and Miss Southwest Ohio, is a 
homemaker and a speaker for Christian Women ' s 
Club. They have four children now, and from all 
outward appearances look like an all-American 
family. But it was not always this way. In fact , as 
they will tell, their marriage was once tom apart at 
the seams. Restoration and healing came only as 




Ken. We met on a blind date. Joyce 
was a sociology major at Ohio Univer-
sity and I was majoring in psychology 
at Hanover College. We hit it off imme-
diately. She was pretty, easy to talk to, 
and interested in my career aspirations. 
Right away I wanted to get to know her 
in a deeper way. 
Joyce. Kenny was funny and fun to be 
with, and soon we became best friends. 
This lasted for about three years. I be-
lieve it was because we had so much in 
common that we were drawn to each 
other. 
Ken. We were both very competitive. 
To get started, all either of us had to say 
to the other was, " Bet you can 't." 
Joyce. Eventually we fell in love and 
were married in 1968. We had a church 
wedding, said all the right things, and 
I'm sure we must have appeared to be 
headed for a fulfilling marriage with all 
the trappings of success and happiness. 
Actually, the seeds were already sown 
for the disaster that awaited us. 
Ken. Joyce and I moved to Indianapolis 
where we both found jobs with the 
Welfare Department and I began law 
school. Upon my graduation we accel-
erated into the fast lane that for all ap-
pearances would lead us towards the 
"good life. " I started practicing law, 
we bought a lovely home, new cars, and 
wore the best clothes. We joined with 
other yuppies , living the lifestyle we 
had enjoyed in college. 
But my emphasis was on the wrong 
priorities. As my career prospered I 
turned to politics. Soon I was leaving 
early each day and returning home at 
10 p.m. or later. I was vulnerable to any 
opportunity that tantalized me with 
greater success. 
Joyce. Kenny had his career in high 
gear and I felt that I, too, could find 
fulfillment if I pursued my own inter-
ests. So I joined classes in theater and 
dance. Unfortunately, as we focused on 
our careers we became less interested in 
each other. 
Ken. This process of deterioration did 
not happen overnight. For eight years 
our relationship became more strained 
until it evolved into a '' relational war.'' 
Married, supposedly happily married, 
we actually were hurting one another 
almost daily. 
Joyce. Sometimes the hurts were made 
with words. But so often we just 
offended each other with indifference. 
We were both so busy getting ahead that 
we did not force the time in our sched-
ules to care for our mutual needs. 
Ken. My laid-back personality helped 
me tolerate our less-than-perfect 
situation. And the competitive nature 
(growing more combative) of our 
marriage was stimulating. Thank God 
Joyce did not have the same tolerance. 
Joyce. Frankly, I was pretty empty on 
the inside. All the things we had 
accumulated were not satisfying me. So 
I turned to the obvious choice for help, 
the women's magazines you buy at the 
grocery store. With these I learned how 
bad off our marriage really was. I grew 
increasingly bitter over the accumulat-
ing offenses. I kept reading. 
Ken. One night I came home late to 
discover k•yce obviously disturbed. 
When I pressed her for the reason she 
hit me with the news that she had rented 
an apartment and was moving out. She 
told me she had been unhappy for years 
and just did not know how to tell me 
and that the only way out was some-
thing she called a "creative separa-
tion.'' I was devastated. 
I left the house to walk in the woods 
nearby. I thought that perhaps I could 
somehow make sense out of all this. But 
no answers came. No defense was 
adequate to disarm her of her case 
against me. My whole life came 
crashing down around me. I felt abso-
lutely helpless to fix what was left of 
my marriage. 
Nearly four hours passed. I was broken, 
on my knees and sobbing. Then God 
did a merciful thing for me through His 
Spirit. First, He showed me my sinful-
ness. I raised no objection. Then He 
reminded me of a little booklet that I 
had come across that detailed God 's 
simple plan of salvation. I confessed my 
sin, asked God to forgive me, and 
received Jesus Christ as my personal 
Savior and Lord. Then I remember 
asking Him to make me the man and 
husband that He wanted me to be. 
Joyce. When Kenny finally came back 
to the house, he greeted me with the 
news that he had just committed his life 
to Jesus Christ. I blinked and said, 
" That ' s nice, but I doubt it will save our 
marriage.' ' 
Ken. In a faltering way I tried to ask her 
to forgive me for all the ways that I had 
offended her. I said that I did not 
understand fully how to right all the 
wrongs but that with God 's help I 
would begin all over. It was to no avail. 
She still wanted to move out. 
The desire to honor this woman that I 
loved was stronger in me at this time 
than ever before. I can remember 
saying, " Joyce, I love you more than 
anyone on this earth and I want to begin 
my new life in Christ by honoring you 
even in your decision to move out. I 
don ' t want you to go but, if you must, I 
will help.'' 
Joyce. Through all this discussion the 
only message that I picked up on was 
that he would help me move. My heart 
was bitter, hard, and armed with a 
newly-found philosophy of self assertion 
that was at last getting some response 
out of Kenny. 
Ken. I borrowed a truck, drove across 
town, and carried the belongings and 
furniture she chose up three flights of 
stairs into this "quaint little apartment " 
she had rented. 
Before I left her I made a simple 
request. Would she spend at least one 
hour a week with me? If so, I would 
make no further demands. She said that 
was reasonable. However, she was 
surprised when I asked that the hour be 
11-12 o 'clock on Sundays at church. 
Nevertheless , she agreed. 
In the months that followed , my growth 
in Christ seemed to soar. I just could not 
get enough of God's Word. Each day as 
I read and studied it I found some 
special application for my life. Although 
Joyce would allow me to take her to 
church, the Gospel seemed to have little 
effect on her. 
Joyce. Kenny was getting pretty weird, 
to my way of thinking: Bible studies, 
prayer breakfasts, at church for every 
service. The list went on. Why, he even 
asked me if I thought he should join the 
choir! 
Nevertheless, I liked the new Kenny 
better than the old one. He was kinder 
and much more attentive to my needs. 
One midnight he drove 35 minutes 
across town just to bring me some cold 
medicine. 
The promise of self discovery held out 
by the women ' s magazines did not 
come. Disappointed, I turned to some 
acquaintances in California. The 
husband was a group facilitator, one of 
those individuals who is into a lot of 
touching and drawing out in public the 
miserable feelings of hurting people. 
Maybe he and his wife could help me 
fill the void in my life. So I traveled 
west to spend some weeks with them. 
Ken. During Joyce's absence I was at 
home reading one night when a feeling 
of gloom came over me. I can recall 
standing up and saying out loud, "Joyce 
has decided to divorce me." I immedi-
ately called a close friend who was 
helping me with my spiritual growth. 
Amazingly, he packed some clothes and 
moved in with me for a week of intense 
Bible study and prayer over husband and 
wife issues. This helped prepare me for 
Joyce's return. 
Joyce. Our "creative separation" was 
now two months old and I was more 
miserable and depressed than ever. My 
California friends held no solutions to 
my unhappiness . At this point I really 
did come to the conclusion that divorce 
was the only way out of my troubles. 
Ken. I picked Joyce up at the bus 
station and she confirmed my fears. 
This prompted a lengthy discussion of 
our feelings about each other, past, 
present, and our hopes for the future . It 
was a very difficult talk. Again , I asked 
her to forgive me for my offenses and I 
felt a sense of purging. There was new 
hope for us as Joyce asked me to 
forgive her for her wrongs. 
Joyce. Though I asked Kenny to 
forgive me, I am sure that I did not 
fully understand the meaning of this 
act. Perhaps I thought by saying those 
words I would unload some guilt I had 
been caITying for my part in breaking 
up our maITiage. It was the difference 
in Kenny's life that made it possible for 
me to even talk with him about forgive-
ness . His Christ-like kindness and 
humility of spirit was softening my hard 
and bitter heart. He treated me as if I 
had never sinned against him. Kindness 
does indeed make a man attractive. 
Not long after this serious talk I put 
away my thoughts of divorce. In fact I 
said to him, "You are so different that I 
have new hope that our maITiage can be 
different than it was before. Will you 
let me come home?" 
Ken. The sun was never brighter and 
the air never so fresh as it was the day I 
drove the truck to her apartment, the 
one with the three flights of stairs and 
no elevator. I had the feeling that God 
was working an incredible miracle on 
our behalf. Life from this time on was 
going to be absolutely fantastic . And it 
was--all afternoon. 
You see, although I was a new person in 
Christ, Joyce had never truly made that 
commitment. A limited kind of oneness 
had been restored to our maITiage, but 
the deepest oneness of all, oneness in 
our spirits , did not yet exist. 
Joyce. Therefore, the resumption of our 
married life was not all roses . He was a 
true Clu·istian and I was not. He had 
sincerely forgiven me; I had only 
mouthed the words. Two people so 
unequally yoked cannot hope to experi-
ence marital bliss for long. One day we 
got into an argument so intense that he 
had to leave the house for a walk in the 
woods. 
I could not stand the thought of our 
marriage disintegrating again, especially 
this time as God was convicting me that 
I was the problem. For the first time the 
Gospel message I had heard all those 
Sunday mornings with Kenny began to 
become real to me. I prayed, "Lord, I 
do need You and I want You to make a 
difference in my life. Please forgive me 
for all my sins and come into my heart 
and be my Savior. " And I distinctly 
remember adding, "It would be pretty 
nice if You brought Kenny back, too.' ' 
Ken. I returned an hour later to find 
Joyce in tears. As she shared with me 
what God had just done for her I 
reabzed that the miracle of forgiveness 
that I had experienced was now hers as 
well. For the first time in eight years of 
maITiage we prayed together. We 
affirmed our commitment to Christ and 
to each other, desiring Him to be the 
Lord of our lives and our marriage. 
Joyce. Now I understood why I could 
forgive him. No matter how offensive 
Kenny 's sins against me had been, they 
were forgivable because Clu·ist had 
already forgiven them. And I could 
forgive myself for messing up our mar-
riage because Clu·ist had already 
forgiven me. 
Ken. We decided to begin all over 
again by repeating our vows to each 
other, and we even bought new rings. 
We also armed ourselves with Scripture 
to help us in future rough waters. I 
selected 1 Corinthians 13, especially the 
verse that states, ' 'Love is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.'' 
Joyce. I chose Ephesians 4:32, " Be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as Clu·ist 
has forgiven you. '' 
I know there are many couples that have 
not divorced yet who are divorced in 
their spirits. The hurts they suffer are 
deep and perhaps they seem pennan-
antly scaJTed. May I say to those readers 
that, if they have truly experienced the 
forgiveness of Jesus Christ, they can 
truly forgive any offense committed by 
their spouses. Along with this decision 
must be the desire to restore the loved 
one with no strings attached. Jesus did 
this, and Kenny followed His example. 
That is the only reason why we are 
together again today. 
Ken and Joyce 
Johnson 
W hen students returned Fall Quarter, 170 men took 
up residence in Cedarville's newest building, William 
A. Brock Hall. Spacious, air-conditioned quarters afford 
ample study and recreation areas and a commanding view 
of the campus. 
Called the flagship of the residence hall program, 
Brock Hall is an attractive, three-story brick structure with 
proximity to the Student Activities Center, Athletic 
Center, intramural fields, tennis courts, and three other 
residence halls. 
Most of the comfortable student rooms house two men, 
although a few singles are available. The rooms feature 
wood furniture and wardrobes, individual thermostats , and 
the capability of accessing other rooms, as well as the 
VAX computer, through the students ' pc's . 
Two social/study rooms at the end of each corridor on 
Students have moved into Cedarville's newest 
residence hall , which is named in honor of 
Dr. William A. Brock. The former state 
representative of the Ohio Association of Regu-
lar Baptist Churches and trustee of Cedarville 
College went to be with the Lord in 1988. 
the second and third levels (four in all) are furnished with 
study carrels , a round conference table, and " soft" 
furniture to accommodate group and late-night study. 
Two additional social lounges on the first floor and a large 
recreation area in the lower level provide for additional 
activity. 
With ample parking space for residents behind the 
building, the front will be landscaped around a circle 
drive. 
Upperclassmen were given first option to live in 
Brock, but many freshmen also are included in the first 
group of men to use this fine new residence hall. 
The College has received $1 ,07 5 ,000 toward the goal 
of $1 ,250,000 necessary to receive The Kresge 
Foundation ' s challenge grant of $250,000. Friends may 
designate gifts toward this goal until December 31 , 1989. 
T he Department of Business Administration is the recipient of a 
$38,040 grant from The Cleveland Foundation's Statewide Program 
for Business and Management Education. According to Dr. Richard 
Baldwin, who will administer the funds , the department will use the 
grant money to internationalize the existing business administration 
curriculum and to develop a new major in Global Economics and 
International Business. 
C edarville TORCH magazine received recognition from the National 
School Public Relations Association as a finalist among specialty maga-
zines. The publication was rated superior by the judges. NSPRA also 
granted Cedarville College an AW ARD OF EXCELLENCE for distinguished 
achievement in the production of the campaign brochure for William A. 
Brock Hall. 
E nrollment continues on the up-
swing at Cedarville. 1,942 students , a 
12th consecutive record enrollment, 
began classes in September. New 
students numbered 747. 
Dr. David Drullinger joined the faculty of the Department of 
Biblical Education Fall Quarter. He currently teaches Theology 
Survey and a new course, The Christian Life. A native of 
Nebraska, Dr. Drullinger holds degrees from Western Baptist 
Bible College, San Francisco Baptist Seminary, and Western 
Conservative Baptist Seminary. In his varied ministries, he has 
served as college professor and trustee; associate and senior 
pastor, deacon, and organist in a local church; and in an 
itinerant ministry of singing and preaching. He has also written 
adult Sunday school materials for Regular Baptist Press and 
has served as an interim pastor. ---~..--
T o better fulfill the mission of the College to offer 
students an education consistent with biblical truth, 
the Department of Biblical Education has revised the 
general education Bible curriculum. These are the 
courses which every student takes regardless of academic 
major. 
Through new courses and the rearrangement of 
existing courses, the new curriculum offers distinct 
advantages. As before, each baccalaureate student takes 
a minor in biblical education. Now each student not only 
receives a comprehensive package of Bible content and 
theology, but also studies evangelism, discipleship , and 
personal Bible study skills , thus becoming better 
equipped to practice them in Christian service. 
In the program, which began Fall Quarter, freshmen 
take two new required courses. The Christian Life com-
bines the doctrinal subjects of anthropology (study of 
man), hamartiology (study of sin) , and soteriology (study 
of salvation), along with their applications in evangelism 
and discipleship. Introduction to Bible Study links bib-
liology (study of the inspiration of the Bible) with the 
how-to of inductive Bible study. 
Old Testament Survey and New Testament Survey are 
taken in the sophomore year after students have learned 
how to study the Bible for themselves . 
To complete the Bible minor, juniors and seniors take 
two new courses. God and History is a study of Christol-
ogy , ange lology, eschatology (final events) , and 
dispensationalism. God and the Church examines pneu-
matology (study of the Holy Spirit) , ecclesiology (study of 
the church), and Baptist polity and history. 
Although biblical principles are integrated throughout 
the curricula of the College, it has been the charge of the 
Department of Biblical Education to ensure that Cedarville 
students acquire a body of Bible knowledge and ministry 
skills. The new general education Bible curricul um better 
enables graduates to communicate God's truth and to live 
out their Christian faith in their homes , churches, and 






T he College invites TORCH readers to consider two 
travel opportunities in 1990. Dr. Robert Gromacki , 
professor and chair of the Biblical Education Department 
and author of 12 books on the Bible, will lead a tour group 
to Israel, Jordan, and Egypt March 12-20. Dr. James 
McGoldrick, Professor of History and prolific author and 
lecturer, will conduct a tour August 4-18 to the major Refor-
mation sites in East and West Germany. The tour group will 
attend Oberammergau's Passion Play, which is presented 
one season each decade. For more information, please 
contact Dr. Martin Clark, co-host for these tours , at the 
Development Office, Cedarville College, P.O. Box 601 , 
Cedarville, OH 45314, (513)766-2211 ext. 240. 
Feel like you're 
in unchartered ___ ,-:' 
'11Tate~~ ~.1at" · .. 
•• I .I~· :' 
E state planning can make you feel 
like you ' re lost on an unfriendly sea! 
Cedarville College has a professional 
staff to help guide you in evaluating 
your financial alternatives. 
For a free brochure dealing with wills , 
trusts , and gift annuities entitled 
" Charted Giving Plans," write or call 
today. 
Cedarville College 
Office of Planned Giving 
P.O. Box 601 
Cedarville, OH 45314 
(513)766-2211 ext. 228 






S hould you die this hour, do you know if 
you would spend eternity with God? Do 
you know that Christ 's death on the cross 
was for the purpose of paying the penalty 
for your sin? That you can stand before 
God forgiven forever of your sin? 
God, through His Word the Bible, states: 
" . . . Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners" (I Timothy 1 :15). 
" ... for all have sinned, and fall short of 
the glory of God .... " 
(Romans 3:23) . 
"For the wages of sin is death ... " 
(Romans 6:23a). 
" .. . but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord" 
(Romans 6:23b). 
" ... God demonstrates His own love for 
us in this: While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us" 
(Romans 5:8). 
" ... everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved" 
(Romans 10:13). 
" ... if you confess with your mouth, 
'Jesus is Lord, ' and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For it is with 
your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you confess and are saved" 
(Romans 10:9, 10). 
Friend , you can be saved from the penalty, 
the power, and ultimately the presence of 
sin. You can have the assurance of eternal 
life. Trust in Christ today. You can be 
forgiven! ~ 
For more information about how you can 
know Christ as your Savior, please contact: 
Rev. Harold Green 
Vice President for Christian Ministries 
Cedarville College 
P.O. Box 601 
Cedarville, OH 45314 
(513)766-2211 ext 202 
Gordon Home recently retired as President and Chief Executive Officer of Guarantee Company of North America, a Canadian property casualty company 
headquartered in Montreal. He and his wife, Olive, are grateful for the Christian liberal arts training their children, Marilyn and Mark, received at Cedarville Col ege. 
Canadian Couple's Goals for Their Children 
"0 
Realized at Cedarville College, U.S.A. 
live and I have strong convictions about the distinctives of our 
faith. So we were quite interested in encouraging our children to attend 
a quality, liberal arts college where our values and beliefs were not only 
taught but also modelled. We were glad when we found Cedarville 
College in the U.S.A. 
"We wanted our children to learn in an accepting, friendly atmos-
phere. We knew we had found this when we saw the 'Welcome 
Canadians ' sign upon our arrival in Cedarville that first year. 
"We were especially impressed with the breadth of Cedarville's 
academic programs. At that time our children were not sure in which area 
to major. But, we were confident that with our prayers and the help of 
concerned Christian faculty , God would direct them. And of course, He 
did. 
"Marilyn and Mark have graduated now. As we reflect upon their 
experience, we realize several other benefits Cedarville afforded them. 
"Their academic preparation was first rate. Marilyn has taught 
successfully in Canada and in the States. And Mark has received 
excellent opportunities in business and is furthering his education in an 
M.B.A. program. 
"Most important though, our children grew spiritually while they 
studied. They attended classes that were taught fr<;>JJ1 a biblical perspec-
tive, and they matured in their Christian walk through meaningful extra-
curricular activities. Marilyn developed a compassion for people through . 
ministries in the U.S.A. and Australia. And Mark received important 
Christian leadership experience as the College' s first Canadian student 
body president. 
"Now that Cedarville has helped us realize important goals for our 
children, it is clear to us that this College was the right choice." 
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